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Summer Vacation! 

It has been a pleasure working with you and your child(ren) this school 

year! Although this school year has been like no other, we are grateful 

for all the in-person time we’ve gotten to spend with your child. Thank 

you for staying in touch via phone calls, emails, and Class DOJO! If you 

child is moving on to Middle School, we wish them luck! We look 

forward to seeing the rest of you back in the Fall! Enjoy your summer! 

Stay safe and healthy! 

Special Field Day 

We are excited our students will get to participate in an abbreviated 

Field Day this year. Unfortunately, guests will not be allowed. Be sure to 

return the signed permission slip for your child to participate in the 

bouncy obstacle course stations. Thanks to Mr. Z for organizing such a 

fun event for our Shawsheen Thunderbirds! 

Your Contact Information 

Is yours current? We anticipate we may have updates throughout the 

summer. We know you want to be informed. It is especially important 

we have the correct phone numbers and email addresses on file for 

your child. Any time you have a new phone number or new email 

address, please notify the office. Another great way to stay in touch is 

to like us on Facebook! 

Family Nights 

We are already planning for next school year’s Family Nights. If you 

have any ideas or themes, you would like to share please let your child’s 

teacher know. Or you can call Mrs. McCall at 348-2310. We would love 

to hear your ideas! We do not know if the format can be back in person 

or not, but we sure hope so! We miss having our families here in the 

building together! 

Parent Teacher Group 

We are also looking for more parent involvement in our Parent Teacher 

Group monthly meetings. Stay tuned for next school year’s dates. If 

interested contact Mrs. McCall at 348-2310. Thanks! 

 

Upcoming Events 
May 14 

Last Day of School for Pre-School 

May 20 

Last Day of School K-5 

Report Cards Sent Home 

 

 

Masks are required for 
all adults and PK-5 
students when on 
school grounds. Thank 
you for doing all you 
can to keep our school 
safe and open! 
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More Important News 

 

Safety and Attendance 

We appreciate you sending your child to school when they are healthy. 

This year, more than ever, we need you to keep your child home when 

they are ill. Always call in before 7:50am to let the school know each 

day your child will be absent. New this year you may also need to keep 

siblings home. They can continue their digital work on the Chromebook 

to get credit for daily attendance working from home. When you call 

your child(ren) in, please state their first and last name(s), grade(s), and 

reason for their absence. If they are ill, state their symptoms and a call 

back number in case we need to contact you. If you are an in person 

learner you will call this number to report absence, 348-2302. 

We also need our online learners to report their absences. If your online 

learner is too ill to do their daily online work please call, 348-6279 to 

report their absence. 

News from the Teachers                               

PE  

Mr. Z 

Art  

Wow what a year it has been, it’s hard to believe it is coming to an 

end.  Art has been challenging, exciting, and overall rewarding. I will 

never take for granted in person art.  Working with students and seeing 

them get excited creating is simply the best! 

 Clay has been the focus in all art classes!  Kindergarten and first grade 

students created pinch pots.  Creating pinch pots is a great way to 

introduce young students to clay.  Pinching teaches tactile 

sensitivity.  Through this process, students learn to rely on their fingers to 

tell them information about the clay.  Students also develop a kinetic 

awareness of form and of the thickness of walls and floors.    2nd and 

3rd grade students make coil pots out of model magic and create their own pastel colors.  Coil pots 

are a great hand building skill.  Students have to demonstrate good craftsmanship through the final 

appearance and construction of the pot.    4th and 5th grade students made clay cupcakes putting 

the skills of coiling and pinching all in one project.  

Mrs. Fryer 

Kindergarten 

This school year has flown by, and we are thrilled with how much the kindergarten children have 

learned and grown since August.  It's been a joy to share this school year with your family! 

 

 

Critical Symptom: 

 Loss of taste or smell 

Major Symptoms: 

 Fever, chills 

 New or unexplained 
persistent cough 

 Shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing 

Minor Symptoms: 

 Sore throat 

 Runny nose or 
congestion 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headache 

 Fatigue 

 Nausea, vomiting 

 Diarrhea 

 

 



During the last few weeks of school, we are working on higher numbers in math.  This includes 

reading, writing, and representing teen numbers as well as counting to 100 by ones, fives, and tens. 

We are also working on addition, subtraction, and number sentences.    

In reading we are reading whole words and sentences with story books. We will have our big end of 

the year DIBELS reading test in May. Please practice reading words the fast way, stretching out all the 

sounds in words, and naming letters rapidly to help prepare your child for success. 

We are continuing to add to our word wall every week in writing. As we compose our fact and 

opinion pieces, we are focusing on writing complete sentences with more detail. 

In handwriting, we are still working on pencil grip and practicing the proper formation of uppercase 

and lowercase letters. 

We have a lot to celebrate as we head into our final month of school. Thanks for all you have done 

to help your child have a successful school year! 

Mrs. Duplex, Mrs. Kotalik, Mrs. Maresh, and Mrs. Zacharko 

First Grade 

 

RMSE: We continue to work on building phonics skills and building fluency. The grade level reading 

group has moved out of first grade RMSE and into the Transitions program. 

Please make sure you are reading nightly with your child and he/she is returning their homework with 

a guardian signature. 

Math: We are working on Module 6: Place Value, Comparison, Addition and Subtraction to 100 and 

continue to learn new strategies to help us add and subtract 2-digit numbers. 

 Writing: We continue to work on handwriting weekly and continue to emphasize the importance of 

using conventions in writing (capital letter at the beginning of each sentence, period at the end, 

etc.). We have noticed a lot of growth as our classes develop as writers. Currently, we’re working on 

writing opinion pieces using transition words.    

As always, thank you for all your support and everything you do for your child to make sure they are 

successful in learning. 

Mrs. Beeman and Mrs. Duvall  

Second Grade  

Happy May!  We can’t believe how close we are to the end of the school year!  Your child is almost a 

third grader!  We will end the year with lots of learning, activities, and of course some fun!  Here is 

what you can ask your child about.   

Writing:  Our second graders are full of opinions! They will have an opportunity to express those 

opinions in our final writing unit. The children will be using a graphic organizer to plan their opinion 

piece. They will then use the graphic organizer to write an opinion piece using the Writing Process: 

prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. Wow! How the children have grown as writers! 

Math:  We will finish our year with Mission 8 which teaches students the most important building block 

of fractions—unit fractions. Through shapes and clocks, students develop an understanding of the 

unit fraction as equal parts of the whole. We will work hard to compose new shapes and identify the 

unit fraction as ½, ⅓, or ¼.  If we have any additional time, we will have students go back to Missions 

4 and 5 to finish any lessons they did not complete.  You can even have your child work on these at 

home during this month and over the summer.  



Ms. Hyland and Mrs. Kautz 

Third Grade  

Reading:  Unit 5 - Our 3rd graders are coming to the end of Unit 5 and are working on finding the point 

of view of text and their own personal point of views and always referring back to the text to support 

their answers.  All students worked extremely hard on their first ever CMAS assessment.  We are eager 

to find out how well they did. 

Writing: Functional Writing and Poetry Writing - Our 3rd graders are working on functional writing and 

how it is used in our daily lives from using cooking recipes to making a grocery list.  Students will also 

be reading and writing poetry at the end of the school year. 

Math: Geometry and Measurement Word Problems - In this unit, our 3rd graders have been learning 

about geometry and using what they know to answer word problems with measurements 

involved.  Students have been working collaboratively to solve real world problems together.  

Science/Social Studies: In science, students are learning about the similarities and differences 

between organisms.   In social studies, students are learning about how communities change over 

time and how does the past impact the present. 

Weekly Homework: Homework packets are sent home on Thursdays and are due the following 

Thursday. The due date is always printed on the top right corner of the top page.  We ask 

parents/guardians to work with students to develop a homework schedule that works best for your 

family. Additionally, we ask parents/guardians to check over student’s work and sign the front page 

of homework indicating you have done so. Students are asked to read 20 minutes per night and to 

complete four reading log entries per week. The homework packet may also include cursive 

practice, math practice, spelling and reading practice. Thank you for supporting your student as they 

work through their homework each week.  

Binders and Planners: Students will be bringing their binder home each night. Inside it, you will find 

their planner pages, homework packets, Thursday folder items (on Thursdays) and assignments we 

are currently working on. It is very important that binders come back to school every morning 

because they contain everything students will need for the day. Please help your student develop a 

nightly routine which includes putting their binder back in their backpack after you sign their planner 

and they work on their homework.  Before you sign their planner each night or morning, please take 

a moment to discuss the information included on it each day. Signing the planner indicates that you 

have received the information included on the planner and that you’ve discussed it with your 

student.  

Mrs. Grover and Mrs. Johnson 

Fourth Grade   

Happy May 4th grade!   We have almost made it through 4th grade mostly in-person!  Who knew last 

year that would be an accomplishment?  We are both so proud of all the 4th graders and how much 

effort and grit they have put forth this year.  Thank you, parents, for getting your child here to school 

when they were healthy and caring for them when they were not.    

Math:  We finish 4th grade math exploring measurement with multiplication to build their 

competencies in measurement as we relate multiplication to the conversion of measurement 

units.  Throughout the module, your child will explore multiple strategies for solving measurement 

problems involving unit conversion. 



Writing:  We are wrapping up 4th grade writing with Functional writing. We are working on writing very 

specific, descriptive directions, and we are really working hard on sequencing. They are exploring 

using modal auxiliaries, such as can, may, and must, in their directions. They will consider the 

audience and purpose of their directions and review them for sequence, completeness, accuracy, 

and clarity.  

Literacy:  We are currently working in Unit 5, called “Figure it Out”. The comprehension strategies that 

we will focus on are visualizing and summarizing. Our comprehension skills that we will be using are 

problem and solution, cause and effect, and sequencing. We will be practicing these skills in both 

fiction and nonfiction texts throughout the unit. We will finish up this last Unit this week and we will 

take our final Literacy common assessment next week!  

Homework: Our last homework packet will be due this Thursday, May 6th. Students will not have any 

more homework for the remainder of this school year.  

 

*** We will be busy these last few weeks with some end of year testing. We will take our final NWEA 

tests for reading and Math, as well as our last PBA test, and we will take our final common 

assessments in both Reading and Math. Report cards will be sent home on the last day of school on 

May 20th.  

Working for your child, 

Mrs. Koehler and Ms. Wikoff                                                                                                                                                       

Fifth Grade 

We cannot believe we made it till May! What a year it has been, and the students have done 

amazing! 

 
In all subject areas we are reviewing this month and getting them ready for 6th grade! 

 
We have purchased t-shirts for every student to wear on the last day of school. We are going to tie 

dye them here at school and send them off in style.  

 
5th grade Graduation will be on the last day of school, May 20. Graduation will be held in the gym 

and parents will be able to watch on Zoom. Unfortunately, parents are not able to be at school. The 

graduation times are as follows: 

 
9:00 - Strecker 
9:45 - Kleiber 
10:30 - Bass 

 

Zoom links will be coming soon!! Again, we thank you for a great year.  It has been our pleasure to be 

your child's teacher! 

 

Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Kleiber, and Mrs. Strecker 


